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Science & Technology

Intellectual Property Is Yours

- Protect It!!

Have you ever considered IP
insurance and been staggered
by the cost?

We have been aware of this
problem for many years and
have worked long and hard to
achieve a realistically priced
product with meaningful cover.

IP insurance has many benefits.
For instance it gives the smaller
company the ability to fight an
action or dispute with a much
larger organisation on an even
footing.

We are very pleased toannounce
to all MFL clients, that we are
now able to offer affordable IP
insurance protection.

You can choose to buy as little as
£50,000 of cover and dependent

Now There’s a
Novel Idea!

Don’t let someone
else take advantage
of your intellectual
property — protect it

on the nature of your intellectual
property, premiums start from
under £1000.

MFL launches low cost
IP insurance solution

Purchase of the cover is a
simple process, with a quote
being obtained by completing a
straightforward proposal form.
Quotes are normally provided
within a matter of days.

Your future is built on your sheer
hard work and persistence.
Don’t let someone else take
advantage of your intellectual
property — protect it.

Contact a member of the team
to discuss further.

T. 0870 855 6440
F: 0870 855 6441

E: info@m-f-l.co.uk
W: www.m-f-l.co.uk

New MFL Website & Brand

Launched

MFL is pleased to announce the
launch of its new website and
brand image.

Martin Jackson of MFL oversaw
the changes. “Our business
and the internet have changed
significantly since our original
website was developed and as
a business operating within the
service sector the website has
become our ‘shop window’ - that
first impression is vital.

The changes that we have made
have positioned the business
for its next stage of growth and
development.”

MFL were assisted in the design
and development of the new
website and branding design by

Sheffield based Greymatter.

The new branding strengthens
our reputation for providing a
high level of professionalism
and promotes a new modern
image right for the
21st century.

The website now
has dedicated areas
for the different
divisions of our
business.

The simple
navigation of the
website allows you
to download specific

sector information
as well as
relevant insurance

documents including proposal
forms. You can find the new
website at:-

MFL Mc_F_’arland Finn Ltd
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EL Relief For Sole Traders

For many years the
requirement for many
sole traders to carry
Employer’s Liability
Insurance has been

a big headache, but
recent changes in the
law have reduced that
burden for some.

With few exceptions, the
Employer’s Liability (Compulsory
Insurance) Act 1969 has
required employers undertaking
business in the United Kingdom
to carry insurance protecting
their legal liability to employees
for personal injury sustained in
the course of their employment.

Limited Company Status

The differing requirements for
a business only employing
one person dependent on the
legal status of the company
led to some confusion for sole
traders.

Where the business was
not a Limited Company
(“unincorporated”) there was no
requirement for the owner/sole

trader to purchase Employer’s
Liability Insurance whereas if
the company had incorporated
status the company had a
different legal status from
the individual and a master
and servant relationship was
created.

Anomaly

Clearly, this was a strange
anomaly as the individual was
neither likely to sue his own
business and indeed were he/
she to do so it would clearly be
against public policy for such a
claim to succeed.

As a result following a review
by the Department of Work and
Pensions (DWP) in 2002 the
following exception was added

...... businesses that
may otherwise be
exempt but which
take on temporary
employees or employ
members of their own
family, still have a
requirement to carry
the cover.”

to the list of exceptions to the
1969 Act, effective from 28th
February 2005:-

(15) Any employer which is
a company that has only one
employee and that employee
also owns all or the absolute
majority of the issue share
capital in that company.

It should be noted however,
that those businesses that may
otherwise be exempt but which
take on temporary employees or
employ members of their own
family, still have a requirement
to carry the cover.

Unincorporated family
businesses e.g. a husband
who employs his wife as a
bookkeeper are not compelled
by law to take out EL cover.

For more information please
contact one of the team.

T: 0870 855 6440
F: 0870 855 6441

E: info@m-f-l.co.uk
W: www.m-f-l.co.uk

Fake CV Costs Company Dear

A woman who bluffed her way into a senior position stole from her
employers. A crime policy would have protected them.

A woman has been recently
jailed for 2 years following her
conviction for having stolen
£115,000 from her employers to
fund a lavish lifestyle.

Susan Simms duped her
employersintogiving herasenior
management position by faking
her CV in which she claimed to
have accountancy and book-
keeping qualifications.

Simms had been employed to
look at reducing costs at the
firm but her siphoning of funds
to purchase amongst other

things 3 cars nearly brought the
business to its knees.

“Some policies
will cover the loss
irrespective of
when the crime
was committed
and whether
the business is
able to identify
which employee
perpetrated the
theft.”

A Crime Insurance Policy is
designed to cover losses such
as these.

Some policies will cover the loss
irrespective of when the crime
was committed and whether
business is able to identify which
employee perpetrated the theft.

Theft of this sort is on the
increase and no matter how
robust a firm’s systems it is still
at risk from such crimes.

“..this was a
strange anomaly

as an individual

was never likely to

sue his/her own

business...”

....robust systems
may not be enough
to prevent theft by

employees.
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Andrew Alton
T: 0113 245 2388
E: aaa@udi.co.uk

About 7
Urqhart-

Dykes & Udl
Lord

Intellectual property

Urquhart-Dykes & Lord LLP
is one of the UK’s largest
firms of patent and trade
mark attorneys operating
from a network of offices
around the country.

UDL advise and assist
their clients in aspects
acquiring,

of identifying,
exploiting and enforcing the
whole range of intellectual
property rights. Their clients

range from independent
inventors through to the
largest multinational
corporations.

MFL MFL

Protecting Computer Programs

Copyright and
patents are the two
most important
intellectual property
rights available for
protecting computer
programs. However
as Andrew Alton of
Urquhart-Dykes &
Lord LLP explains,
each has its pros and
cons.

Copyright

Copyright automatically subsists
in a computer program as a
literary work as soon as the
computer program is recorded.
There is no need to register
copyright in the UK and so it is
essentially a ‘free’ right which
is typically owned by whoever
authored the computer program,
or their employer. Copyright
can last for up to 70 years from
the end of the year in which the
author died. Owing to various
international treaties, copyrights
may be available in many
foreign countries depending
on the extent to which those
countries and the UK recognise
each others copyright laws.

However, copyright tends to
protect only the actual computer
programitselfand notthe general
idea or concept underlying the
program.  Copyright is only
infringed if somebody actually
copies a significant part of
your computer program. Some
aspects of a computer program
canbe considered not sufficiently
substantial to attract copyright
protection, such as command
line sequences. However, other
aspects of programs may be
protected by copyright, such as
GUls and icons.

The visual appearance of
GUIs and icons can also be

“Copyright is only
infringed if somebody
actually copies

a significant part

of your computer
program. “

protected by unregistered and
registered design rights. A

European community  wide
unregistered design right
protects the appearance of

GUIs and icons for three years
and is a ‘free’ right, similar to
copyright, which does not need
registering and automatically
comes into existence. However,
unregistered design right is only
infringed by actual copying of
the design. A registered design
right is more like a patent and
can protect the design for up to
twenty five years, but needs to
be applied for and recorded.

Currently, English courts are
reluctant to acknowledge that
copyright can exist in the general
underlying ‘business logic’ that a
computer program implements

“..GUIs and icons
can also be protected
by unregistered and
registered design
rights.”

(e.g. the sequence in which
screens are displayed, what
information is displayed and
what commands are entered).
However, this matter is currently
being considered by the Court of
Appeal which should clarify the
extent to which what a computer
program does, rather than how
the computer program is written,
can be protected by copyright.

Patents

At the moment patents are the
more appropriate means by
whichtotryandprotectinnovative
computer programs or business
methods. Patent rights protect
the general underlying concept
of a new invention and do not
require copying to be infringed.
Patents can last for up to twenty
years but need to be applied for
and registered.

In the United States, computer
programs and business methods
are generally recognised as
patentable  subject  matter.
In Europe some computer
programs are patentable, but
not all. Business methods
as such are not patentable in
Europe, but some computer

Insurance for your reputation

“Currently, English
courts are reluctant
to acknowledge

that copyright can
exist in the general
underlying ‘business
logic’ that a computer
program implements
(e.g. the sequence

in which screens

are displayed,

what information

is displayed and
what commands are
entered).”

implemented business methods
can be patentable, if the
invention provides a technical
contribution. Generally
speaking, your computer
program will need to provide a
non-obvious technical solution
to a technical problem in order
to be patentable in Europe. If
the computer program is the
obvious way to implement a
new business method then the
prospects of obtaining a patent
in Europe are probably poor, but
would be better in the US.

An attempt by the European
Union to clarify and harmonise
the law relating to patents
for computer implemented
inventions was rejected by the
European Parliament in July
2005. This remains an ever
developing area of patent law.

Summary

Copyright is free, lasts a
long time and can be used
to stop people making
copies of parts of your
code or user interface.
However, if you want to
stop people using the
concept underlying your
computer program then a
patent would be needed,
but may not be available.
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McParland Finn Ltd is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Services
Authority

Low Cost
Quality Office
Insurance

-

MFL operates a low cost
office insurance scheme
with premiums starting
from £275.00 plus
Insurance Premium Tax.

The standard
package includes
cover for Property,
Business Interruption,
Commercial Legal
Expenses, Money,
Employer’s Liability and
Public and Products
Liability.
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Awards For Leading Lights

Two well known, leading figures
in the Lifescience Industry
have received recognition for
their hard work, creativity and
contributions to the sector.

John Lyon of Photopharmica
was awarded the prestigious
Northern Region Science &
Technology Entrepreneur of the
Year Award at the Ernst & Young
Event, recently held in Leeds.

John now progresses to the

National Finals with other
regional winners.
Professor Gareth Lloyd-

Jones, another familiar figure
in the Lifescience sector was

Lifetime Achievement Award at
the recent Bioscience Yorkshire
Network Event.

Readers will also be interested to
know that Gareth has very kindly
written a paper on the Medical
Technologies Industry which we
will be shortly publishing on the
MFL Website.

Gareth Lloyd-Jones
Life Time Achievment
Award

Hard Graft. Doggedness.
Tenacity. Enduring success
is forged on enduring effort.
Entrepreneurs are often
ordinary people who achieve
extraordinary things just by not
giving up — Ernst & Young

honoured for his contribution
to the Bioscience Sector at a
recent ceremony. Professor
Lloyd-Jones received the

Register to receive InsureVation and additional Technical Bulletins from MFL by email:

www.m-f-I.co.uk/newsletter

“Be Quick I’m Busy!”

Nick Butler, Executive Director
of Connect Yorkshire has kindly
agreed to take part in our Q &
A.

What 3 qualities do you need in
your job?

Self motivation, influencing and
networking skKills.

What is the best piece of
business advice you have ever
been given?

When you’ve written a letter/e-
mail expressing your anger at
somebody/something, before
you send it, put it in a drawer
overnight and look at it again in
the morning.

If you could change one thing
in your profession what would
it be?

Have lots of technology compa-
nies wanting to participate in all
of our activities.

Which person living or dead
gives you real inspiration?

John F Kennedy.

Insurance for your reputation

Complete the following sen-
tence. ‘I'm really embarrassed
about this but | once....

Connect Yorkshire has
launched a new service

.....hit a golf ball through the
window of a car in the golf club
car park—fortunately it was
empty!

Fast Invest

Fast Invest works by
parachuting experienced
executives into fledgling
technology companies in
order to bridge any gaps

in their management
team, as well as bringing
the company increased

business acumen and
contacts.

For further information
contact Nick as shown
below.

NNECT |

the fast track for technology busines

Nick Butler
Executive Director of Connect Yorkshire

E: nick@connectyorkshire.org
T: 0113 384 5642
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